
 National Women’s Month 2020                       Page 1 of 2 

 

DND Core Values: Patriotism, Professionalism, Good Governance 
Office of the Secretary, Room 301, DND Building, Camp General Emilio Aguinaldo, Quezon City 1110 

Tel: (+632)911-1476/(+632)982-5638 | Fax: (+632)911-6213 | osec301@gmail.com 

 

 

 
Message of the Secretary of National Defense 

Kickoff Activity of the National Women’s Month 2020 
02 March 2020, 07:30AM | DND Chessboard Grounds, Camp General Emilio Aguinaldo, Quezon City 

 
The 2020 National Women’s Month celebration has always been an indispensable 

part of our Department’s annual activities given our advocacy on gender equality and 
women empowerment. 

 
The primacy of this national celebration is pursuant to our Constitution that 

“recognizes the role of women in nation-building, and shall ensure the fundamental 
equality before the law of women and men.” It likewise guarantees that the “state shall 
protect working women by providing safe and healthful working conditions, taking 
into account their maternal functions, and such facilities and opportunities that will 
enhance their welfare and enable them to realize their full potential in the service of 
the nation.” Palpably, these provisions strongly impose upon the government a clear 

mandate to put premium on the welfare of all Filipino women towards a level playing field 
among genders. 

 
 This is to end the long-standing bias and discrimination against women, a social 

problem experienced not only here in the Philippines but in many parts of the world. In our 
case, it is said that our colonial past engendered this gender-based bias and discrimination, 
as many accounts claim that Filipino women during our pre-colonial period were revered 
and have enjoyed the same rights and privileges of their counterparts. It is the same 
reverence and status for women that we endeavor to restore. With national efforts in place, 
we have continuously gained ground in this aspect. This can be gleaned from the fact that 
women empowerment are integrated in many of our national policies that yield positive 
impact for women in their homes, workplaces, communities, and society at large. 

 
The same can be said in our Department, as we persistently strive to shatter the 

borders separating gender, age, ethnicity, religion and the likes. As the Secretary of National 
Defense, I am proud and pleased to witness women taking their rightful spaces in national 
defense and security – a field that is historically dominated by men. We need not to look far 
as we are presently joined by some of our equally great women military officers and civilian 
employees in the One Defense Team. 

 
Notably, at the start of 2020, the Philippine navy promoted a woman to the rank of 

commodore, for the first time in history. She is Commodore Luzviminda Camacho, the first 
female chief of the AFP Office of Legislative Affairs, the first female to have commanded 
navy ships, and the first female commander of the United Nations Peacekeepers from the 
Philippines to Haiti. And there are many more like her. 

 
While we celebrate these gains, I know for a fact that the One Defense Team can 

do more to bolster our gender and development advocacy. To our GAD focal persons: our 
efforts in empowering women should be more than skin deep. Confront gender issues from 
their roots. We can tackle the economic aspect of gender-based violence and discrimination 
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by making women more financially-literate and economically-empowered. In turn, these will 
put an end to their financial dependence to their husbands and will enable them to have 
shared authority over their families. 

 
Ultimately, the success of our institutional GAD advocacy rests on how we 

individually embrace and spread the cause. As empowered members of One Defense 
Team, may we, on our own, strive to empower those who have long desired for their rightful 
spaces in the society. 

 
This reminds me of the wisdom of a Filipina patriot from Iloilo by the name Teresa 

Feraris Magbanua. She was the only woman to have led the combat troops in the Visayas 
against three different colonizers, in separate periods of Philippine history. She led 
resistance movements against the Spanish during the Revolution, the Americans during the 
Filipino-American War and the Japanese during World War 2. Inspiring her troops, 
Magbanua once said, "The situation in a country, at a particular time, creates its own 
breed of heroes and heroines." 

 
Let us make this Women’s Month celebration a perfect time for women to shine, not 

only as colleagues and partners but also as leaders and heroes. 
 
Maligayang Buwan ng Kababaihan! Mabuhay tayong lahat! 
 


